Scientific data-exchange in periodontology via Internet.
The aim of the present paper was to study the current state of electronic scientific data-exchange in the field of dentistry and particularly in the specialty of periodontology. The use of electronic communication is unquestionably growing in all areas of life and has established itself in almost all areas of sciences and research. The potential use of Internet resources in the area of periodontology is the main topic of this paper. An overview explains the Internet system, its history, its structure, and the necessary hardware and software to use it. Text-orientated software and graphic interfaces like the World Wide Web will be described. Examples will be included to describing the basic services of Internet. The pros and cons of Internet use will be discussed and a preview of possible future developments in the field of communication for scientifically-oriented information will be included. This paper indicates that modern periodontal therapy and research may be enhanced by the use of Internet resources.